Congress of the United States
Tashington, BC 20515

May 1, 2001

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave , N'W.
Washingion, D.C. 20502

Dear Mr. President:

By May 4, 2001, your Administration must publicly articulate its policy on the protcction of
roadless areas in our national forests. There are few public land issues of greater import to the
majority of Americans. Many of us in Congress care deeply about carefully managing America’s
critical natural resources and protecting the remaining pristine areas i our national forests. The
Roadless Area Conscrvation Policy finalized by the Forest Service on January 12, 2001 represents
a balanced, scientifically based, publicly supported policy. ‘We strongly urge you to immediately
implement the policy as finalized, without exceptions or loopholes.

As'you know, the Roadless Area Conservation Policy will protect 58.5 million acres of pristine
national forest land. This balanced policy protects the remaining pristine regions of our national
forests from logging, mining, and energy exploration, while allowing those activitics to proceed
on the majority of national forest lands. Currently, our national forests contain over 383,000
miles of roads. The forest conservation policy does not limit public access on the current road
infrastructure or regulate off-road vehicle use. Nor does the policy limit recreafion opportumities.
The policy does allow the Forest Service to concentrate its efforts on addressing the tremendous
maintenance backlog instead of constructing expensive and controversial new roads which will
add to the maintenance burden in the future. -

America’s leading scientisty have repeatedly informed us that the roadless portions of gur national
forests are not only the most significant habitat for fish and wildlife, but are critical sources of
.clean drinking water for over 60 million Americans. As our population grows and open space
succumbs to development, watersheds on public lands are increasingly important.

The forest conservation policy is the result of an unprecedented public input process and has
overwhelming public support. Claims by opponents of this policy that it is just an | 1™ hour
regulation by the previous Administration are unfounded. The debate over roadless arca
management has been fought in the courts and the Congress for over 30 years. The path towards
an affirmative policy on roadless area management began in January 1998 with the Forest
Service’s announcement of a proposed road-building moratorium. The final policy released on
Jamuary 12, 2001 received more public comment than any other federal rulemaking process in our
nation’s history. Tt is a product of over 600 public meetings, including several in every single
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national forest in the ration. At its conclusion, the agency had received input from over 1.6
million Americans, the vast majority of whom supported the policy, with a remarkable level of
support for the inclusion of the Tongass National Forest in Alaska. '

The Roadless Area Conservation Policy ig not a partisan issue. [t is about the futurs of our
national forests and our ability as a nation to manage them in a sustainable manner and to the
benefit of all the diverse interests who seck: their use. We implore you not to cash in on the short-
term and short-sighted opportunity to extract resources from our pristine forests in @ manner that
will permanently diminish them. Instead, we urge you to take the c:pportumty now before you to
preserve these forests for future generations.

We appreciate your consideration of our views and we look forward to working with you to
ensure that America’s great forest legacy will be preserved.
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